
 

 
       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    

    

  

 

  

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WOODGATE NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION 

2006 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT 
Karen Russell 422 -3606  

Krussell@mywoodgate.org 
 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Laverne Schenck 383 -0656  
Lschenck@mywoodgate.org 

 
SECRETARY 

Tammy Breza 671-4532  
 

TREASURER 
Grace Dakan 385 -6321 

Gadak@comcast.net 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Elizabeth Duggan 383 -8101 
Eduggan@mywoodgate.org 

 
REGISTERED AGENT 

Nancy Eberstein 386 -3383  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

BEAUTIFICATION 
Kelly Logan 385 -8285  

 
COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 

Tom Napier 385 -9084  
 

EDUCATION 
Ed Vertuno 385 -9479  

 
OUTREACH 

Katie Simmons 385 -9601 
 

HISTORIAN 
Karen Russell 422 -3606  

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Joe Wynn 553 -335 0 
Cindy Teem 385 -1954 

 
NEWSLETTER 

Erin Kaven 385 -7499  
 

PLANNING & ZONING 
Tom Napier (CONA Rep) 385 -9084  

 
RECREATION 

Ed Garrett 422 -2729  
Jack Levins 386 -3341 

 
SAFETY 

Diane Donahue 297-0056  
 

ZONE LEADER CHAIR 
Carol Wynn 553 -3350  

 
ZONE LEADERS 

 
1.     Susan Tatum 386 -6876  
2.    Jean Sergent 386 -7899  
3.    Kathy Baer 383 -8150 
4.    Deanna Epley 552 -0985  
5.    Judy Lawrance 386 -8288  
6.    Shannon Mills 386 -3507  
7.    Anne Marie Regis 386 -9255  
8.    Grace Dakan 385 -6321 
9.    Chris Williams 383 -1719 
10.   Cindy Teem 385 -1954 
11.   Tom Vaughn 386-7357  
12.   Gigi Foster 386 -8042  
13.   Kay Luger  385 -4200  
14.   David Blodgett 402 -0063  
15.   Elizabeth Duggan 383 -8101 
16.   Elaine Reavis 386-5617 
17.   Jack Levins 386 -3341 
18.   Lucille Alexander 385 -9716 
19.   Carol Wynn 553 -3350  
20.   Claire Logan 385 -8285  
21.   Donna Crawford  386 -8802  
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A Holiday Recipe 
 

Take   300 boxes of Christmas decorations 

One Christmas addict 

One devoted husband 

 

Spend  Hundreds of hours of planning, decorating, and shopping 

 

Mix with A gracious devotion to hospitality 

 

The results of this delicious recipeéé.the Levinsô beautiful holiday home.  Once again, 

Barbie and Jack Levins will open their extraordinarily decorated home, at 1500 Willow Wick, 

to the entire Woodgate Neighborhood for a Holiday Open House, Sunday, December 10th, 

from 3-5 p.m.  Every nook and cranny of this home has been lovingly decorated and each 

room features a different themed Christmas tree.  Southern Living Magazine has expressed 

and interest in photographing the home for a holiday issue!  If you have ever wanted to attend 
a holiday tour of home, here is your chanceé in your own neighborhood!  There is no charge, 

though a snack to share is appreciated, and all adult Woodgate neighbors are welcome.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Color photos available on line @ mywoodgate.org 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Welcome to Autumn ï finally!  It has been slow in coming, but 

havenôt we been lucky with the hurricane season?  I shouldnôt 

speak too soon ï November is not over yet.    

 

This month welcomes the holiday season with Thanksgiving, our 

truly American holiday.  Then December becomes full with 
holiday activities.   Woodgate events planned for December are 

the Holiday Open House, the Luminaria display, and the home 

holiday decorating contest.  Then New Year 2007 will be here 

before we know it.  2007? Werenôt we just celebrating the 

Millenium? 

 

The Nominating Committee is working on a slate of Officers for 

the Woodgate Neighborhood Association 2007 year.  If you are 

interested in serving on any of the positions or know of anyone 

who would be a good candidate, please let Committee Chair 

Elizabeth Duggan know.  I would hate to hear complaints such as 

ñThe same people always runò or other illogical thoughts.  If you 
donôt speak up, we wonôt know your thoughts, and we canôt read 

your mind.   Serving on the Board (which includes the executive 

positions of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, 

and the various committee chairs listed on the front of the 

newsletter) is a wonderful experience.  It will teach you a great 

deal about neighborhood workings and the Cityôs support 

functions; and meeting and working with other people who care 

about their neighbors and their neighborhood is quite rewarding.   

The time commitment varies with the positions, depending what 

might be a current hot topic, but it is minimal.  Board meetings 

are monthly except February, July, and August, and are fun and 
informative. We have some great snacks and chat time afterward!  

 

Warm wishes to everyone for a joyous 2006 Holiday Season and 

Happy New Year 2007! 
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Karen Russell 

 

 

 

Reminder 
 

Woodgate Neighborhood Association meetings are open to ALL 

adult residents of Woodgate.  If you havenôt attended a meeting, 

they can be great fun and very informative.  If you have a 

neighborhood concern, coming to one of the meetings and 

expressing your concern to the Board can be the best course of 

action for resolution or results.  Times and dates for the meetings 

are listed in the newsletter and on the Woodgate Neighborhood 
website at www.mywoodgate.org 

 

Karen Russell 

 

A Super Neighbor - Thanks 
 

WNA would like to recognize and thank Ellen DiPasquale for her 

contribution of the many American flags she distributed for the 

4th of July and again for Labor Day week-end.  The streets lined 

with the waving flags were quite beautiful to see.   Thank you, 
Ellen! 

 

Woodgate Neighbor of the Year Nominations 
 

At the January Annual Meeting, WNA presents an award to a 

Woodgate resident who has been nominated by fellow 

neighbors for Neighbor of the Year.  If you would like to 
nominate someone for this award, please inform a member of 

the Board. The nominees should be someone who, during the 

previous year or years, has contributed to the value, safety, 

and well being of the neighborhood.  The Board will then 

vote on a winner from the nominations submitted. 

    

 

Thanksgiving Baskets 

 
A group of Woodgate residents 

gathered at the home of Elizabeth 

Duggan Thursday, November 16th to 

assemble baskets to be given to 

Woodgate families who have 
sustained a loss or other hardship 

during the past year.  Ten baskets were prepared with an 

assortment of donated goodies, such as fruit, candies and 

small gifts.  The baskets were then distributed as a token of 

the neighborhoods warm wishes.  Thank you to all who 

attended. 
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GET SHARP BY TOM NAPIER

Sharpening all types of blades!

Mower, Knives, Scissors

Notary Public services also available

witness documents/perform marriages

2927 Huntington Drive

385-9084

 

 
Please patronize businesses owned and/or operated by  

Woodgate residents. Those listed are sponsors of the 

Woodgate Way   newsletter.  Proceeds from  advertisements  

help to defer the cost of the newsletter publication.  To 

advertise contact Erin Kaven @ 385-7499.  For a small 

advertising fee of $50, your ad could reach over 200 homes 

five times a year 

Woodgate Luminarias 
 

Luminaria night, a Woodgate highlight in December, will be held on 

Thursday, December 21.  The set-up is the same as in prior years.  The 

candles and bags will be assembled into packs (12 bags and 12 candles), 

on Sunday, December 3 or 10, at 1:30 pm. ï location to be announced.  

From around 4 pm and thereafter the day of the packing, Zone Leaders 

can pick up their packs for their zones.  You can pick up packs from your 
Zone Leader if you have not been contacted by them.  If you would like 

more than one pack, let your Zone Leader know.  Cost per pack is $2.   

Remember that the Front Island setup is the responsibility of the 

Woodgate Neighborhood Association, so volunteers are needed for the 

setup on Thursday, December 21, around 4 pm. 

 

Sand for the Luminarias is donated by 

Crowder Excavating and will arrive on 

December 7th or 8th on the grassy area of 

the north side of the Front Island area.  

Anytime after that, bring a container and 

fill it with enough sand for 2ò-3ò of sand 
in each luminaria bags. 

 

On December 21, place your filled bags 

along your curb about 3 feet apart, insert a 

candle, and light the candles at 6:30 pm.   

Then stroll around Woodgate (if driving, 

please use low beams for safety and watch 

for walkers) and enjoy the flickering 

evening light.   

 

Luminarias Chair  
 

Woodgate still needs a volunteer to coordinate  

the Luminaria event, which will be held Thursday, December 21.  The 

position primarily involves gathering a group of 6-8 people to put the 

packs together the weekend of Dec 2-3 and a group of 6-8 to set up the 

Front Island.  With 6-8 volunteers, both functions take only about 45 

minutes each.  This year school ends on Wednesday, December 20, so it 
would be nice to have the youth help with the Front Island set-up.  

Please let any Board member know if you would like to help.   

 

Holiday Decorating Contest 
 

For the upcoming holiday season, deck your halls with your own sparkle.  

On the night of the Luminarias, three judges will be driven around the 

neighborhood armed with the tough task of choosing three winners.  

Ribbons and signs will be placed in the front of the winnersô homes. 
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December 7 WNA Board Meeting 1586 Lee Avenue (Fenstermaker) 7:30 pm 

December 10 Holiday Open House 1500 Willow Wick Drive (Levins) 3-5pm 

December 21 Luminaries & Judging of House 

Decorations 

Neighborhoodwide 6:30pm 

January 4, 

2007 

WNA Board Meeting 2927 Huntington Drive (Napier) 7:30pm 

January 13 Newsletter Your House  

January 25 WNA Annual Meeting Clubhouse, Ashford Club Apts 

2055 Thomasville Rd 

7:30pm 

Locations and times are subject to change.  Please check the website for updates. 

2006 Calendar of Events 

 

Interest Survey 
WNA is planning an interest survey to be distributed to every home. The Board would like to get your input on Woodgate 

activities.  What events are of interest to you and what are not?  Do you have ideas of other events you would prefer?  Are 

there activities which should be discontinued, and would you prefer a different kind of event in its place.  Would you 

rather do nothing?  What topics are of interest ï educational, community related, youth oriented?  You get the idea.  What 

is important is to get your input so that the Board can put its energy and efforts into activities which people would enjoy 

attending.  Surveys will be distributed by the zone leaders in the near future.  Watch for them.! 

Recollections of a North Florida Thanksgiving 
 
Former Tallahassee Mayor and business owner, Russell Bevis, was born on June 29, 1926, in Chattahoochee, Florida.  His 

childhood was spent in North Florida, in and around the Marianna and Two Egg region.  When he was just one year old his mother 

died, leaving his father to raise five children on his own, three girls and two boys, during one of the hardest economic times in our 

countryôs history.  Though we tend to romanticize the depression, the reality was that times WERE hard. The country did not have 

the economic stability we enjoy now.  Modern conveniences we take for granted now did not exist or were left largely to the 

wealthy.   Yet it was also a simpler time.  Children could play outside without chaperone, or cell phone!  Families by and large 

stayed together in the same community and friends were life long.    Thanksgiving could be a special, yet simple time of THANKS 

GIVING.  Here are one manôs recollections, as told to my daughter Mary Kaven, during a recent ñinterviewò for her third grade 

class at Trinity. 

 

 On the radio the night before Thanksgiving, just as every Wednesday evening, was Mr. Bevisô favorite radio show, Amos and 

Andy.   With his best friend and dog, a good ñold curò named Jack, by his side, he went to sleep dreaming of a full bellied feast the 
next day.   At a very young age, Mr. Bevis was required to help around the home, chopping wood and doing other household and 

farm chores, and the early hours of Thanksgiving were no exception.  There would be a game of ñchaseò with a wily chicken 

throughout the yard for the familyôs meal.  Turkey was something you would have to hunt for in the dense North Florida woods. 

Unlike todayôs ready to prepare poultry, he would be required to wring the birdôs neck and 

pluck the feathers before his sisters would ñset to the cooking.ò  The meal would consist of 

fresh vegetables grown in the families own gardenééwhatever was in season at the time; 

typically sweet potatoes and collard or turnip greens, along with a dressing for the bird.  

The end of the meal would be some sort of scratch cake, not pie.  Remember, this was the 

depression, so as Mr. Bevis puts it, ñWe didnôt have company. We were too poor.ò  

Thanksgiving was just immediate family.  When asked what he was thankful for back 

then, he quickly replies ñto be aliveéé..and for my friends.  I had a lot of friends.ò  
 

Thanksgiving today is one of the top movie box office weekends, but during his time, a 

special treat, like going to the movies with his friends, (a favorite was a Tom Steele 

western) would require a little ingenuity and hard work. Taking bottles or old iron and 

steel pipes found alongside the road to the junkyard could earn you a few penniesé 

enough for admission.  No money, more often the case than not, meant spending time with 

your buddies following old trails through the forest, building campfires within the 

Marianna caves, or, on a unusually warm Autumn, but mostly summer day, jumping from 

the railroad tracks into the Chipola river.    
 

Mr. Russell Bevis of Woodgate Way, 

with a new best friend, ñpuppyò Sean 

Kaven 

 

 


