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Woodgate is 35!

The neighborhood of Woodgate was first established in April 1972 by the Woodgate
Development Corporation. The Woodgate Neighborhood Association was founded the
following year and it’s first President was Bill Luger. Frank Donaldson and Terry Nelson
were the developers and builders of Woodgate. The second home on the left after entering
Woodgate from Thomasville Road, 1308 Woodgate Way, was the office and “model”. Until
recently, it was the home of the late Judy Cooper, longtime Woodgate resident and past
WNA President. .

From the beginning Woodgate has been considered a desirable neighborhood because of its
fabulous central location, laid back, friendly atmosphere, and active neighborhood
association. Politicians and City/County officials often ask, and never turn down, an offer to
speak to the WNA. Residents’ opinions on important matters facing Tallahassee and Leon
County are often solicited. Ask just about anyone who has lived in Tallahassee for a while,
and they will not only know where Woodgate is, they will have either lived here or have a
good friend living here.

The neighborhood has grown to over 230 homes since its inception, and many of
Woodgate’s original residents, including the WNA Vice President, Ed Vertuno, have stayed,
raising families who in turn now live in Woodgate. Looking back, almost all of the 27
presidents of the Woodgate Neighborhood Association are still living in Woodgate.

Many upscale neighborhoods have grown up around Woodgate recently, with developers
realizing the great potential of this fabulous location that the residents of Woodgate and it’s
visionary developers appreciated all along. Sadly, Frank Donaldson died just a few weeks
ago, just short of Woodgate’s 35 year milestone. We at the WNA extend are most sincere
condolences and appreciation to his family. | believe he knew as we all know that “IT’S
GREAT TO LIVE IN WOODGATE.”



A Note from the President

The first Woodgate event | ever attended was with my then ten
month old daughter, Mary. It was the annual Woodgate Easter
Egg Hunt. No, she had no clue what to look for, but she did win
a prize from a very tall, very kind gentleman named Ed Garrett.
I got a lot of great photos and I “got my feet wet” with
neighborhood events.

| literally got my feet, and everything else, wet at the following
event.....\Woodgate Day, where we splashed through the rain
shower put on by the Tallahassee Fire Department. More photo
ops of my one year old and a few more contacts.

After a couple of years and a few more egg hunts and
neighborhood parades, | took on the role of editor of The
Woodgate Way. It was a way for this stay-at-home mom to keep
up on her computer skills. My hushband and | actually started
attending a few other Woodgate events that didn’t involve our
daughter.

Soon came another child, my son Sean. There was more
Woodgate involvement, attending all the board meetings. After
our home was hit by a car, the WNA assisted in lobbying the city
for more speed bumps and speed enforcement on Woodgate Way.
We got it.

Now I’ve been elected President of the neighborhood association
and I’ve realized something. Because of this organization, and
what it’s given me, | can now say that | know my neighbors up
and down my street, not just next door or across the street. | can
now count as friends folks on every street in this neighborhood.
I have a support network of fellow volunteers throughout this
community that have “been there, done that” and won’t let me
fail. They care about this community, about this neighborhood,
about my kids, about me...all because | went to an Easter Egg
Hunt seven years ago.

If you have ever wanted to attend an event you’ve seen in the
newsletter and felt strange.....”oh, I won’t know anyone”....”they
all know each other”.......... ”I’m not good at joining”........ "1
tried it before” ................. PLEASE COME! And keep coming
back. If you don’t know anyone, find me. I would love to meet
the future president of the WNA.

Erin Kaves.

Just $20 a Year

e Electricity to the front island to light the

Woodgate signs

Maintenance of the Woodgate Signage

Water and irrigation to the front island

Plants and sod for both islands

Mowing of the islands

Food, entertainment, and necessary

sundries for events that promote fellowship

within our neighborhood

e Newsletter and Directory printing costs

e Flowers, cards, and baskets to grieving
neighbors

e Donations to local charities

T h a Whas Your Dues Pay For!

Free of Charge

e Someone to liaison for Woodgate with local
government and law enforcement officials

e Someone to plan for, cook at, set up for, and
clean up after all the events

e Someone to plant, water and repair the front
island and its message board

e Someone to look out for the best interest of
Woodgate, including maintaining the LOWEST
dues in town!

t he! WNA Bo

That' s What

Thank You for Paying Your Membership Dues!

For those of youwhohaven’t paid vy
yet, reminder letters will go out soon. When mailing
in your payment, please send them to our new
Membership Chair:
Cathy Baer
1421 Woodgate Way

Please make checks payable to WNA. Thanks!

The Woodgate Neighborhood Association would like to
thank Woodgate Way resident Ken Detzner for his most
generous gift to the neighborhood. Recently Ken had some
power washing done at his home and approached Kelly
Logan, our Beautification Chair, with an offer to have the
front island curb cleaned, at his expense, by the same
company. Kelly accepted the offer on behalf of the Board.
The curb looks great now and matches all the upgrades done
by Kelly and his volunteer crew. Mr. Detzner, thank you for
your act of kindness that will benefit the whole
neighborhood. You are another example of the giving spirit
of Woodgatel




WNA 2007 ANNUAL MEETING

The Ashford Club Apartments Club House was again the site of
WNA'’s Annual Meeting held on Thursday, January 25. President
Karen Russell called the meeting to order at 7:35 and welcomed
everyone. The Minutes for the 2006 Annual Meeting were
reviewed and then approved as submitted. Karen then had the
pleasure to introduce the guest speaker, the Honorable Loranne
Ausley, Florida State Representative from District 9. Loranne
spoke on the hot topics upcoming in the 2007 Legislative Session
and the areas in which she and the Leon County delegation will
concentrate their efforts. Following a question and answer session,
Karen presented Representative Ausley with a gift from the WNA
as a sincere token of appreciation.

The Financial Report was next on the agenda which Karen
presented. Total receipts were $3,519, and total disbursements
were $3,137. Most categories were within budget allocations with
some exceptions due to timing differences. The biggest difference
was in dues paid, which were lower than in prior years. Karen also
presented the Membership Report for Chair Joe Wynn, and his
report reflected the lower dues amount collected.

Karen then presented her President’s Report, summarizing the many
activities and events in 2006, mentioning that there were articles on
several Woodgate events in The Tallahassee Demaocrat and the new
Northeast Chronicle. An additional tasks done in 2006 were an
inventory of WNA'’s supplies and items, like tables and chairs. A
survey was also distributed to all residents to solicit their ideas and
suggestions for changes or new activities. Some discussed goals for
2007: 1. setting up a Zone Leader email group; 2. continuing the
work on a “Procedures Manual” so there is a concrete, consistent
guide for volunteers, and 3. encouraging back-up volunteers to help
committee chairs.

The Woodgate 2006 Neighbor of the Year Award was presented by
the 2005 winner, Jean Sergent, to long-time resident Ed Vertuno.
Ed has been an active volunteer in Woodgate for many years, and
has given so much over the years, it would be difficult to list all that
he has done......... and continues to do.

Elizabeth Duggan, Nominating Committee Chair, presented the
Committee’s proposed Slate of Officers for 2007:

President: Erin Kaven Vice President: Ed Vertuno
Treasurer: Barbie Levins  Secretary: Kelli Dillon

Elizabeth asked for nominations from the floor. It was moved to
accept the Slate as presented, which was then unanimously
accepted. Karen thanked everyone for their support while she was
President, welcomed the new Executive Board members, and
passed the gavel to Erin. Elizabeth then presented a gift to Karen
for her service as President for the last two years.

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned, and
everyone moved on to chat and enjoy refreshments brought by the
Board. Many thanks once again to the kind and gracious
management of Ashford Club Apartments for the use of their lovely
clubhouse.

Karen Russell

Nancy S. Eberstein
Realtor, CRS, GRI

www.NancyEberstein.com
Nancy@NancyEberstein.com
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To advertise in The Woodgate Way, please contact Erin
Kaven @ 385-7499 or Ekaven@mywoodgate.org.
Proceeds help defer the cost of publication.
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Clean out the Garage May 5™
Keep Woodgate Green
The Leon County Hazardous Waste Truck will be in
Woodgate on May 5", from 9:00 — 12:00, in front of
the Levins’ home at 1500 Willlow Wick. Types of
hazardous waste that will be accepted are described on
the cities’ website at www.Talgov.com. In brief,
items such as old paint, chemicals, batteries, oil, and
fluorescent lamps are considered hazardous waste.
Please do not leave anything in front of the Levins
home prior to the arrival of the hazardous waste truck.

AND

Clean House May 12"
Woodgate Neighborhood Garage Sale

Woodgate’s annual “run for the bargains” will be
held this year on May 12". The WNA will run an ad
in The Tallahassee Democrat prior to the event and
post signs at the entrance to Woodgate. Participating
homes need only set up their own sale. (Remember
to get change!) A balloon placed on your mailbox
will draw attention to your home. Get rid of some
old stuff from your own home and visit your
neighbors to find some new “treasure”. It’s a fun and
profitable meet and greet!

Woodgate and MidTown:
A Win Win Combination

The WNA has voted to expand The Woodgate Way
advertising policy to include businesses in the Mid-
Town area of Tallahassee. We hope to defray the cost
of newsletter publication and include an extra page in
each issue of the newsletter devoted to Woodgate
Kids.

As you may know, Mid-Town is a hot area of
Tallahassee, and Woodgate is one of Mid-Town’s
premier neighborhoods. Woodgate residents who
advertise in the newsletter will continue to enjoy the
$50/year fee, while Mid-Town businesses may
advertise for an entire year, that’s FIVE FULL
ISSUES, for just $75. By advertising in The
Woodgate Way, Mid-Town businesses will have their
ads in the hands of over 230 home owners, close to a
thousand residents, living in the Mid-Town/Woodgate
area. For more information, contact Erin Kaven @
385-7499, or email Ekaven@mywoodgate.org.

Our new Mid-Town Advertising Chair, Ellen
DiPasquale, will be contacting businesses in the Mid
Town area in the near future. Residents, if you
frequent a business in Mid-Town, ask the manager
about advertising in The Woodgate Way.

Some New Activities for Woodgate

More fun, informative and helpful activities are being offered
this year by the WNA. A full calendar of events is included
on the flyer inside your newsletter. Some dates and details
have yet to be determined, so keep an eye on the newsletters
and the front entrance board. Along with the wonderful annual
events Woodgate is known for, here are some of the new
activities we plan to offer:

Zone Leader Appreciation Dinner: A potluck dinner
combined with our monthly WNA meeting to thank all those
folks who deliver the newsletters and candles year after year!

Woodgate Seniors Seminar: Our very own Tom Napier has
been appointed to the Senior Outreach Advisory Committee of
Leon County and will be helping us to coordinate an event to
inform Woodgate seniors of all the city and county offers
specifically for them.

Woodgate Neighbor helping Neighbor: We’re on the hunt
for a service project right here in Woodgate for the Woodgate
Youth and WNA.

Summer Fun Event: Movies on the lawn anyone? We’re
hoping to make it happen.

Family Fun Fall Festival: This year we’re including the
whole family in our annual fall street event. After a festive fall
meal the kids will go to one area for games and movies, while
the adults have their meeting...... and their games!

Woodgate Holiday Celebration: This year on the evening of
our beautiful luminaria display, we have had a wonderful
neighbor offer to open his home to the neighborhood and show
off his fabulous miniature train display. In addition we will
have a caroling hayride, complete with hot cocoa and cookies!

Ladi es OutaBigShctess

On Tuesday evening, February 20", 19 Woodgate ladies met at Morelia’s Mexican
Restaurant for Ladies’ Night Out. The evening was highlighted by the presence of
Tallahassee Democrat staff members who came to do a feature on this annual
Woodgate event. The article appeared in the Local section on February 23 In the
middle of the table, a large chocolate sheet cake with “Happy 35" Birthday,
Woodgate!” was displayed, celebrating the 35 years since Woodgate’s first homes were
built. Woodgate now has over 230 residences and is one of the most attractive, popular
neighborhoods of Tallahassee’s Mid-Town.

Formerly held during the summer, Ladies’ Night Out was moved to February in order
to encourage the participation of more neighborhood women. The turnout in February
was the highest in several years. Erin Kaven, current WNA president was present in
addition to 3 former presidents, Katie Simmons, Elizabeth Duggan, and Karen Russell.
An added attraction was the presence of several newer members of the neighborhood.
Everyone agreed that this event was a great way to renew old friendships and make new
neighborhood friends.

Katie Simmons
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