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Woodgate Day – June 30
th

 
 

What sets Woodgate apart from most other communities in Tallahassee?  The old fashioned 

community spirit of a “neighbor” hood!  This spirit is embodied in Woodgate Day!  A day 

for all the residents of Woodgate to celebrate where and how we live.  Throughout the day 

there are activities for everyone.  Check out our “Guide to Woodgate Day” on page 3, and 
come join the fun! 

 

Lucille Alexander: A Woodgate Treasure 

 

Look up the definition of volunteer in the dictionary and you’re likely to see a picture of 

Lucille Alexander.  For 35 years this gracious lady has volunteered her time to the 

Woodgate community as a zone leader.  Zone leaders are those great neighbors who deliver 

you your newsletters, collect for and distribute candles for Luminaria Night, let the board 

know of births or illness that might require some neighborly help, and promote good will in 

the neighborhood.  Lucille has done this volunteer work while being a wife and mother, as 

well as working full time as a professor in FSU’s nursing department and doing other 

volunteer work.  She was never “too busy” to help.  Lucille was recently honored as a 2007 
Gold Star Honoree by The Tallahassee Chapter of the National Hook-Up of Black Women, 

Inc., an organization that recognizes outstanding service to the Tallahassee community.  

Lucille, your service to Woodgate and the Tallahassee community is greatly appreciated.  

Thank You!!!!! 

 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

 

This summer the WNA is proud to begin a new program….Neighbor Helping Neighbor.  

We are taking nominations from zone leaders and Woodgate residents for homes and 

residents who need a little TLC.  Perhaps through illness or age some things around the 

home have had to be let go.  We are coordinating a volunteer team to choose and then assist 
a resident with whatever yard/home repair work might be needed.  If you would like to 

nominate someone for assistance, please call Katie Simmons @ 385-9601.  If you would like 

to volunteer to help, please call Erin Kaven @385-7499.  We hope to implement this 

program this summer and are looking at being able to obtain volunteer credit for teens. 
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From the Desk of the WNA 

President 

 
I grew up in the town of Monroeville, Pennsylvania, a 

suburb of Pittsburgh.  We lived in a neighborhood about the size 

of Woodgate.  The main feature of the neighborhood was a 

community pool built into a hillside by all of the Fathers in the 

Plan (the old word for neighborhood).  Each year we kids would 

eagerly await Memorial Day…..the day the pool opened.  

Regardless of the water being the temperature of ice, on May 30th 
of every year (yes, before the mandatory three day holiday 

weekend changed the date every year) we would all congregate at 

the pool for swimming, games music and food.  Yes, throughout 

summer we used the pool every day, but that opening day, when 

every family joined in the festivities, when everyone came 

together to laugh and lounge, was special.  It was a day of 

community.  We knew everyone in the neighborhood because of 

those days, and they are forever burned in my memory.  Though 

my parents are gone now, I continue to thank them for giving me 

that environment to grow up in.   

We are so blessed in Woodgate to have the same sort of 
environment for our children to grow up in.  And we have a 

special day too……..Woodgate Day.  All year the kids look 

forward to the parade and carnival.  They get to meet new 

neighbors and play in the not so cold water from the fire truck 

spray.  Their games are carnival type, just as ours, and they have 

the added pleasure of those inflated bouncers to use up the 

energy.  Food is still key and besides a cookout, Woodgate also 

serves a Free Breakfast!  Our version of “adult swim” is the 

catered dinner in the evening.  I know of no other neighborhood 

in Tallahassee that continues to have such a day…......every year, 

for 35 years! 

Many of the kids that have grown up in Woodgate still 
remember the lazy days of summer and Woodgate Day.  They 

grew up to be the “helpers” of the little ones.  Some have come 

back to the neighborhood to celebrate Woodgate Day with their 

children.  The community tradition continues……….even now, 

in what some would call “this day and age.” 

So bring your kids to Woodgate Day.  If your kids are 

grown and gone come line the parade route and cheer this 

generation of little ones on.  Then join us for the fun and 

refreshments.   

 Your kids will remember.   

 

Erin Kaven. 

There are still a few of you who haven’t paid your 

annual dues yet. They are still $20 and should be 

mailed to our  Membership Chair: 

 

Cathy Baer 

1421 Woodgate Way 

 

If you’re not sure whether you paid this year, give 

her a call at 383-8150.  Please make checks payable to 

WNA.  Remember to include your address if not 

printed on the check.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

The Directories Are Coming 

 

The Woodgate Neighborhood Association was notified just 

this week that our application for a grant from the City of 

Tallahassee to produce the Woodgate Phone Directory has 

been approved.  We will be taking the directory to print 

within the next few weeks and hope to have them 

distributed to you in July.  Many thanks to Joann Milford 

for hours of work collecting, updating, and imputing data 

on this project.  Her efforts have been outstanding!  Thanks 

go  to the many Zone Leaders who assisted in data 
collection and to the Board Members and Officers who 

proofed data and submitted the grant proposal.  

Zone Leader Appreciation Dinner 

 

On May 4th the Zone Leaders were treated to a dinner in 

their honor totally prepared by the Woodgate 

Neighborhood Association Board.  Tom Napier and Jack 

Levins barbequed all day, and the Boston Butts and 
Chicken that they prepared were melt in your mouth 

delicious.  Wonderful sides and desserts were prepared by 

the other board members, and Barbie and Jack Levins 

provided beer, wine, and tea to an appreciative group.  

Following the dinner, the Zone Leaders stayed to 

participate in the WNA monthly board meeting.  They had 

a chance to see and hear what the board does and have a 

chance to add their own opinions.  President Erin Kaven 

thanked the Zone Leaders for their dedicated and selfless 

service to Woodgate.   Some, such as Lucille Alexander 

who is profiled on the front page, have continued to be 

Zone Leaders since the very beginning of the Woodgate 
Neighborhood Association.  It was a long overdue 

recognition for some of Woodgate’s finest, and we hope to 

make this an annual event. 

Parent Participation Needed 

 
Are you a parent of preschool or school age children in 

Woodgate?  If so, we need you to become an active 

participant in the Woodgate Neighborhood Association.  

We are planning many more “family” activities throughout 

the year and would welcome your ideas and help.  For 

example, we would like to plan a summer event, such as 

an old fashioned outdoor movie on the lawn, complete 

with a popcorn wagon after our Neighbor Helping 

Neighbor event.  We are also planning to have a  

”family fun night” to replace our annual adult only chili 

supper.  After the dinner portion of the evening, the kids 

will enjoy “spooky” old movies and games, while the 
adults have their meeting and entertainment.  To 

accomplish these goals, we need parent involvement, both 

for planning and implementation.  Please call Erin Kaven 

@385-7499 if you would like to help.   



 

 

Some of the “hunters” with the biggest kid 

of all, Mr. Ed Garrett, coordinator of the 
Easter Egg Hunt. 

Did You Come to the Easter Egg 

Hunt?  Maybe you can find yourself in 
one of these pictures.  We had a blast 

hunting for eggs, cracking the Piñata, 

and popping a truckload of balloons for 

prizes!  Thank you, Mr. Garrett, for 

another fun time! 

 

Did Your Know… 

 

The first house in 

Woodgate was built 36 

years ago!  Find 

someone you know and 
ask them what life was 

like 36 years ago.    

Like…….did you know 

there were no blow 

dryers?  You had to dry 

your hair in a “bonnet” 

hairdryer.  No remote 

control for the TV either.  

Ask your parents how 

many times a day they 

had to change the 

channel for their 

parents!   

Do you know anyone 

who lived in Woodgate 

then?   Maybe you could 

write a story about them 

and submit it for 

publication in The 

Woodgate Way.  See the 

article below for details. 

Woodgate Kids 
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Help Wanted 
 

Teen, tweens……….We need your help with Woodgate Day.  Do you 

remember how much fun you use to have at Woodgate Day?  Do you 

remember the “big kids” that helped you?  Do you like little kids, need 

experience or contacts for babysitting jobs?  Can you paint faces?  

Could you assist with carnival games, work a snow cone machine or 

keep kids in line on the bouncer?  ?     This is a great volunteer event in 

Woodgate and a lot of fun too!  We need at least five voluntees to help 

at the carnival.  If you can help, call Mrs. Kaven @385-7499.  Oh ya, 

parents can volunteer too, but they’re not reading this.  It’s the kids 

page!  You’ll have to ask them. 

Wanted:  Kid Reporters and Artists 

 

Like to write?  Always wanted to be a reporter?  

Here’s your chance.  Write an article for The 

Woodgate Way!  We would love to have articles on 

events happening in the neighborhood, profiles of 

your neighbors, school events, anything related in 

some way to Woodgate.  If you’d rather be an artist, 

send in your pictures of Woodgate!  You can submit 

your work to Mrs. Erin Kaven at 1428 Woodgate 

Way or holidaywithmary@hotmail.com.  The best 

article and pictures will be published in the next 

issue of the Woodgate Way! 

Woodgate Day is Coming June 

30th 

 
The best day to be a kid in Woodgate 

is everyday, but especially Woodgate 

Day.  Do you have a costume for the 

parade yet?  How about a ñfloatò?  

Well, get out an old wagon or 

decorate your bike, skates, Dad’s 
truck bed or plain old tennis 

shoesééélots of us like to 

walkéé.and get ready to be the star 

of your very own parade!   Mom or 

Dad (Grandparents too!) can bring you 
down to the corner of Huntington and 

Oldfield at 10:00 a.,m.  There will 

be a contest for the best costume 

and float, but everyone gets a 

prize.  Then, parade with us down to 

the carnival site.  Weôll have 

games, a fun float obstacle course, 

Coo Coo the clown and more.  Run 

through the fire truck shower, have 

a snow caneééé.be a kid in Woodgate.  

Isnôt it Great! 

 

mailto:holidaywithmary@hotmail.com


 

 

June 30 Woodgate Day Events 

 

Breakfast 

 

 

Parade 

 

Carnival and Cookout 

  

 

 
WNA General Meeting 

 

 

Corner of Willow Wick and 

Huntington W (1500 Willow Wick) 

 

Corner of Oldfield and Huntington E 

 

Corner of Willow Wick and 

Huntington (1500 Willow Wick) 

 

 
3117 Brandywine (Garrett’s) 

 

 

8:00 a.m. 

 

 

10:00 a.m. 

 

10:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m. 

lunch 

 
7:00 p.m. 

July & August Woodgate Neighbor Helping 

Neighbor/Summer Fun Events 

Watch the Web site 

www.mywoodgate.org and the 

entrance  bulletin board for dates and 

times. 

 

September 6 WNA Board Meeting  1536 Oldfield 

(Simmons’) 

7:30pm 

October 4 WNA Board Meeting 1500 Willow Wick 

(Levins’) 

7:30 pm 

October 13 Newsletter Your House  

October 26 Fall Family Fun Night/Street Party and  

General Meeting 

TBA in October Newsletter 7:00 pm 

November 1 WNA Board Meeting 1420 Woodgate Way 

(Vertuno’s) 

7:30pm 

November 15 Thanksgiving Baskets 1645 Hedgefield . 

(Duggan’s) 

7:00 pm 

November 17 Newsletter Your House  

December 6 WNA Board Meeting 1409 Woodgate Way 
(Sergent’s) 

7:30 pm 

December 16 Holiday Open House 1500 Willow Wick (Levins’) 3-5pm 

December 20 Luminarias,  

Home Decorating Contest, 

Caroling Hayride, and 

 

Miniature Train Exhibition 

Neighborhoodwide 

Locations to be announced in 

November 17th newsletter. 

6:30pm - 

until 

January 10, 2008 WNA Board Meeting 1513 Woodgate Way 

(DiPasquale’s) 

7:30pm 

January 12 Newsletter Your House  

January 24 WNA Annual Meeting Clubhouse, Ashford Club Apts 

2055 Thomasville Rd 

7:30pm 
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Woodgate Neighborhood Association 

2007 Calendar of Events 

Wanted: 

Storage 
The WNA is in need of storage for all the tables, chairs and miscellaneous merchandise 
Woodgate uses for parties and other events.  Currently the items are stored throughout 

Woodgate in Board members garages and sheds.  We would like to find one central location 

to store all these items.  If you have storage capabilities either at work or home, (even one 

half of a standard size garage would do) please call Erin Kaven @ 385-7499.   

http://www.mywoodgate.org/

